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Starting Twenty Years Ago in New Orleans
Europe—Exponents in Bitter Dispute as
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Jazz. Has Remarkable History

as a Fad

It Has Swept From Coast to Coast and Is Invading
to Origin—Broadway Historian Settles Question

A
*

Mr., Kingsley is the most pro-|

fourd authority on jazz, which has!

swept over this country and is now
Maurice is now |

invading Europe,

teaching the shimmy dance in Paris |
to fazz music to French pupils. Mr. |

Kingsley has imterviewed
artist of the Keith circuits who
mright have been by way of picking
up any information on the subject
and they have brought back to the
Palace Tkheatre much light on a
topic that has mystified the lighter
musical authorities. The impor-
tance of “jazz" may be understood
from the degree to which it has
supplanted the earlier and simpler
syncopation we knew as ragtime.
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By WALTER J. KINGSLEY.
AZZ" s a teasing, provocative

it sete folks

dincing, shilmmying, swaying,

b
monosyilalle;

Kelly and his band are now playing Jazz and "bluss” a generation before ) plaver for John Epriccio, the daddy of

for Frisco and making a musical hit

| af thelr own

It was HRHaymond Lopez, now with
Blossom Secley, who first muted his
‘arnet with a derby hat, and Tom
Brown of New Orleans wns the ploneer
in using a hat on his trombone for
effects. Jugs were tried by colored Inzzs

artiets, but were never adopted by
white musiclans, who declared them
“honkytonk™ and “no class.” The

finger snapping. The word has a rasp  #l0uchy jazz musician gets eftrcts with

for the nerves that react in steps
synchronizing with supersyncopation.

|

a squealing saxophone and by playing
off key., The three great clarinet play-
ers of Jnzz are “"Yellow" Nunez at

Whence comes the noun "Jazz" ““d. Relsenweber's, Gus Mueller, now In the

the verb
genlua of the lowest common denomi-
nator of music colned this pandemlie
term?

“to Jazz™?

TWhat };uhllmni‘lrmy'_h" can pluy jazz In uny key—

and Lawrence 8hields of the Dixleland |

Juazz
only
to pleces down to the mouthplece and

jand., "Yellow™ Nunez s the

Ag Mead of the bureau of research of | X€ep up with the band.

the B, F, Kelth Vaudeville Circuit I
have delved deeply Into folk lors of the
African west coast, the Mississippl
delta, the Barbary coast and the Chl-
cago underworld on the trall of Jazz.

In & previous article for Tue BuN 1 pim or his puplls.

described the primitive Jazz mus
the native Africun and the tr
planted darkey of the plantations; 1
t1dld how it crept up the levees from
New Orleans and rode the bumpers
cast from Ban Franclsco. It remalns
to tell the history of jazz since It be-
cams the musical paprika of a dance
mad generation wand, quitting the
underworld, set out to rula the dance
floors of publle places and the ball-
rooms of private homea

Twenty years ago a blind newshoy
of New Orleans kunown to all the river
city as “Stale Dread” mnstered a few
“Blues” and "hesitiatlons™ and scqulr-
ing a flddle from Al G, Fields's Min-

of

|

l

etrels sct out to play his way I.n:ul
local (ame on the street corners, lle
collected crowds and sold papers, COne |

by one other newsboys with an ear
for exotle rhythma and barbarie
chords jolned him untll he bad a band
of five motley musicians which he
christoned “Stale Breoad's Spasm Band”
to the delight of New Orleans, whoso
fnhabitants still consider “spasm mu-
sic” & more plotorial and satisfying
term than “jaze music.”

Barred In Pollte Place.

This was street music and the po-
lite resorts of New Orleans would
have none of it, though it Mlourlshed in
the resorts of horlzontals, This fact
prejudiced fashlonable New Orleans
agiinst the Inwles music of “Stalo
Bread's Spasm Dand" Une gifted mu-
slclan, John Spricclo, loved Jnze for lte

own sike und revelllng in "blues™ and
tricky eyncopations  he taught his
violln puplls what we now coll jaze
long before it won a place In the gun,

Now comes the daybreuwk of Jasz

In 1910 Bert Kelly was playing In
the College Inn, Chlcago, with an or-
chestra made up of himself, drums and
directur; Wheeler Wadsworilh (now
with Luclle Cavanagh), saxaplione
Willlam Ahearn, U, B, A, ple and
dam Baum, drummer This guartet
played “blues" and “hesitatlons™ an
quadnt syncopated molodier, and werns
quite the craze in the night life of
Chiragn

Thuimnas Melghun,
BavVo o party one night for movie folk
and hoad the Kelly band for dantce
musto. Tn the party wers such fimous
folk as Lmmy Woehlon, Jullun Eltinge,
Jeanne Engels and Gruce Geor g Mo-
tlon pletures were tuken Ly
Travers of und un tho
showing e pluced a
caption rendineg, “Thoe Origlhntors of
Jagz”  Theroafter 18 wus tho “Jaxs
Band," and the word has now invaded
Europe. Thul party

ths movle star,

Esnanay,

the mueicinis

readly st

1

l
|

jall the laws and law ofMicers.

[

| Saloon League;

Bert Kelly 18 the Jlazz ploneer north
of the Mason-Dixon llne, He
more about jazz than any man living
nutaslde of the famous jazz professor of
New Orleans, John Epricclo, the vet-
eran violinist All the famous jnze
nrtista in this country have Imitated
Ha was playing

man who can take hls clarinet |

knows |

Collector 7‘Big Bill” Edwards Pe

they reached Chleago. BHert Kelly be-
gan with four men in his jazz band |
He now has flve and plays a banjo
himeelt instead of a cornet, which In- |

struments, in his words, “blatts too |
much*
Kelly and his “Frisco Four' were

dubbed a “jazz band" in 1616, as al-
ready stated, In 1906 Brown's band
trom Dixieland came to Chicago direct
from New Orleans. They knew all the |
old negro melodies, with the variations |
played hy Spriccio, andonce Kelly heard |
them he knew that jazz and “bluea”
were going to be popular, so he signed
up clarineta and cornete who Jaszzed.
This bunch from New Orleans played |

by ear entirely |

Dixiciand Band in Town. !

| €ourt

Harry Fitzgerald brought Brown's|
band from the l.ambs Cafe, Chicago,
New York and tried them out all over |
town, but Broadway was not ready for
them,
the Five Rubes and then broke up.|
Raymond Lopez, cornet, returned tui
Chicago and Joined Kelly, but the
others returned to New Orleana
“Yellow"” Nunez, who had been guitar

| Max Hart

jazz, brought the original Dixleland
Jazz Hand to Chicago in 1917, h
played In more or less Impor? it
sorts In Chicago In 1817, often appear-
ing vithout coats and all shimmying
brought them to Relsen-
webear's In . New York, where they
scored an Instantaneous and lasting hit
They did phonograph recordd of th
“Livery Stable Biues. which th Tl
adapted from the “More Power Blues"
and into which “Yellow” Nunez put
breaks and pony calls and to whicl
Trombone Edwards added nelghing.
All this, however, was derived from the
New Orleans blacks and John 8pricelo,

Nunez sold the number to Hoger
Graham, Larocca, the cornet of the
biund, claimed it and the case went 1o
Judge Carpenter asked Nt 2
to define “blues,” whereupon he made
Lls famous reply:

“Judge, blues 13 bluea”™

The court held that “blues”

»

could

could not be descritbed and orches-
trated. Kelly says that ragtime 18 not
exAct syncopation and “blues’ are not
exact harmony,

Raids Are Increasing and Force

'Detection of Moonshiners in City Especially Difficult, but

Must Expand

By WILLIAM H. EDWARDS,

OW will the great city of New

H York with Its cosmopoliten

population, its pleasure seek-

ing visltors, act when It la brought

face to face with a condition of pro-
hibitlon?

Already some of the best minds In
the Government; the best minds In
thut body which brought sbout this
revolutlionary  leglslatlon—the Anti-
the keenest minds of
the ligquor Interests, and thousands of
resourceful persons who say they will
not be deprived of thelr liquor, are
buslly working.

Now that prohibition is about to be-
come law, the Government minds are
principally concerned with its enforce-

ment. It fa plain to bo seen that in
this situation the Qovernment will
have thas complote ald of the Anti-

Baloon League, Already this body,
through its oMcers, admit that they
are gtunned at the tremendous task of
enforcing the law, For 2,000 years or
more llquor was to be had in the world,
And it Is admitted that the enforce-
ment of the act will require super-
human work at the outset,

May Seek Full Enforcement,

It I8 hard to anklyze what s golng
on in the minds of the men who manu-
facture liquor. Evidently they belleve
In the old legal bromide that the
“surest way to obtain the repeal of an
unpopular law s to enforce It to the
letter.” And from reports that are
coming to me from confidential sources,
this may be the final tack of the vast
Hguor Intereats,

Resourceful permoms, 1 am Cold, are
planning to have thoelr Hguor despite
There
have been many {deas advanced, some
rerious and other bordering on the
serio-comlc, This office was told the
other day of a plan of several wealthy
men to incorporate and establlsh a elub

Ftie !-'un! : on one of the nearby islands within a
Hm | day's enil of New York where they

inight go for weelt end trips to satisfy
thelr yearning for the flowing bowl,
There has been talk of anchoring
viernl oraft outsida the three mile

started 1he | imit where all kinds of drink §
untrywide vogue of fuzz ot nds of drinks might
po o e of Juzz MLSC. Jbe had, Apparently thers has been
i L4
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-of

little secret made of the fact that the
rlch man and the man of moderate
means who feels that he must have his
Uquor have lald in & stock to last them
SOmMe yeirs to come.

Of course there I8 no guarantes that
this liguor will escape the scrutiny of
the Government; for no doubl in the
enforcement of the law Government
agents will be given the right 1o search
dwellings for lUquor. That will prob-
aby be one of the most drastie pro-
vislons and may be one of the hardest
and most expensive to carry out.

While the loss In revenus to the
United Btates will be tremendous—
nearly half a billlon having been col-
lected in the country last year—it has
been plaln that for many years lguor
has been declining In importance as a
source of revenus.

New Hevenue Sources Tapped.

New sources have been tapped. Of
the total internal revenua collections in
1914, the Individual and corporation |
income toxes constituted less than 16 |
per cent. In 1018 they conatituted
more than B0 per cent Stralght In-
come taxes collected In 1914 were less
than $081,000,000; In 1018 the collections
were almost $3,000,000,000. Aleoholle
beverages in 1914 ylelded about 70 per
rent, of the total tax. For 1914 col-
lections from this source were not
mich more than 13 per cent. of the
total levy,

“How has the law worked out In
States where prohibition has obtalned
for aeveral yaara?" was the question Y
put to one of the most expert revenue
ofMcers In my department, & man who
was born In the mountalnous districts |
of North Carolina, who mixed with
and fought with moonshiners, who has |
glven the best years of his life to the
Government service, and who (8 as
clever at nabhing the proprietor of a
utill in A basemant in A congested ten-
ement section of New York as he (s
in the Blus Ridge mountains of Vir-
ginla.

"It hasn't worked out,” 1s what he
sald

His statement to me (and Govern-
ment reporta bear him out) s to the
effect that nince North Carolina went
dry there have boen more blockaded
atille than ever before in the history
if that State. This applies to ull
States In the Bouth, he says. A rev.

]

enue agent at Atlanta, Ge., recent)y

declared that In the brief tima he had
been there he had unearthed 856 illiche
deulers Many revenue officers had
been Killed, he declared, and 1t would
take several rogiments of soldlers com-
pletely to wipe out the etilis

Ralls on lillett stills in New York
city are becoming more frequent every
day. This oMee has been informed, in
anonymous communications, of severnl
places where beer s belng made in
homes, With the limited men at our
commang it s nearly impossible to
caver every sectlon In the metropolitun
aren. Of course we can malke an oot
fo minimize the making of beer, wines
and Uguers, but one of the leading
revenue Investigators told me the other
day thut there aren't enough revi
ofMcers in United Statea to stop
completely the manufacture of lguor
in New York clty homos,

Thero have been a susplclous pum-
ber of small “grocery stores” opened
in basementa. A grocery store iy
a man the right to have the Ingredients
for liguor—eugar, grain, & sent in
All he needs then i an ordinary stove
and n weather eye open for tho revenue
men.

In the Southern stllls principally
grain la used, but thig Is hardly foasl-
ble here, because the grain might clog
up the sewers und o easlly traced. We
have found In our ralde on the ovity
stllls that the makers of 1licit whiskey
have used molasses, sugar, polato peel-
Ings, &c.

Idens of Hevenue Man,

Another revanue officor, a man who
served his apprenticeshlp in the South
and has led ralds for several years in
the heart of New York city, made this
statement to me;

“Most of the killings of revenue ofi-
cers In the Bouth oceur from an am-
buscado. Revenus officers first locate
the stills,. They have maps drawn of
every lttle country road to gulde them,
Thoy have maps of two different routes,
If they antlelpate troubls on one rond
they take the other, Shooting I8 only
done when the revenue officers are on
thelr way to the etill. Directly the
moonshiners get slght of the revenun
oMeers—thoy always have a lookout
who givea the alarm-—they tnke to
their heels,

“Each revenus officer in the South
Is equipped with a Winchester ro-

\

ORIGINAL
DIXIE LAND

JAZZ
BAND

TRISCO,

JAZZ
STAR

from the African jungie via the slave

ehips and the plantations, OJd John
Spriciis of New Orlcans knows pll
the niusle of the darkies, and potme «
terpriving writer of populnr melodd
ought to vivit him, He = responsible
for  Jnzz  melodiea and  Bert  Kelly
. tedd the jazz band.

Inastiuch w8 the ploneers of Jjazz
nusic are quarreling over credit to
i extent that led the police to be

oult

two jarz banda met outsl

yeeently In lem when

1the stage

foor of the Alhambra Theatre, it is
necesenry to submit a sworn state-
ment Ly Bert Kelly., This is exhibit
A In the great muslcal controversy
which la racing wherever jnzz plavers

maeetl

"*The phrase ‘fazz band' was first

istd by B¢

LIrienns

ort Kelly In Chicago in the
of 1915 and was unknowy
In March, 1816, the tirst New

1 New

Uirleans band of cornet, clarinet, trom-
drums and plano arrived in Chi-

They went into vaudeville as | not he copyrighted, Inasmuch as they | cago to pliy In the Lambs' Cafe;

wis called

‘Brown's Band from Dixie-

npd." The band was hrought from
Noew Orleans on recommendation of
Friseo, who wna then dancing in the

Jazz {s mighty Intereating. It stems ! Lamba' Cafe. [Note they did not use

the ‘jazz band'] The band consisted
;ur Tom Brown, trombone (how with
Hert Kelly's Jazz Band):

Lopez, cornet (now with Blossom
Seeley), Gus Mueller, clarinet, United
Btates Army; William Lambert, drums,
| United States Army.

“This was the first and by fur the
bent band that ever camus from New
1Orleans, Gus Mueller, clarinet player,
jolned Kelly in the spring of 14914 and
was pliced at White Oity, Chleagn
with the followlng comuination: Gus
Mueller, clarinet; . O, Brush, banjo;
Fred Miller, saxophone, Jack O'Nelil.
piano, and Fred Oxenius, drums. At
this time Harry James's metefric ca-
redr As g Ccafe maniger was starting
and he was In charge of the Boosters'
Club in the Hotel Morrison, Chlcago,
and had o ladles’ orchestra playing for
his danecing.

Firat Advertisement of Jass,

“Relly approachal him with a propo-
sitlon to furnish him with better music,
but he could not see Kelly's flgures,
Kelly advised James to ralse hisg prices
and print cards for his tatles reading:
‘m account of the big expenses of hir-
ing Bert Kelly's Jazz Band for the en-

= W

WILLIAM

H. EDWARDS .

WTERNAL REVENUE COLLECTOR JOR NEW YORK,

Raymond |

v by ear

schionl

| varintions than do the pl
alone, Hes has developed a
of jnzz and clarlnetists.
|  DBaquet {8 a student of his art and
enjoye A high standing among .
| fellow Jnzz artists, It I8 Inters:sting
to note how he works out the anlmal
“This was In the fall of 1916, and | effect and imitatlons In *“The Livery
the bund from White City was the | Stable Blues' e explnlns
first band ever to be advértised as a, “The hand mikes a sudden stop
Jnzz band—it was o LIg success, and Lreak in the second part of the nom-
In the spring of 1917 James sent to ber, clarinet tnking az n solo
New CQrieana for the Original Dixie- @ rooster crow imitation,

tertalpment of our patrons it has bieen
necessary to ralse the prices as fol-
lown:' &c.

Howed v @

land Jazz Band and insisted upon thelr cornet golo. In regular o e temo,
using the words “jaze band.' imitating a horse neighir aor pony

“This was in 1917, and the Original calling.  This {s followel i Lroms
Dixielnnd Jnze Band was the first New bone solo Imitating the 'moning of &
Orleans band to use the term, whila | cow.  Then the whole band falls In

Bert Kelly used It in 1815, Hert Kelly
had aboul twenty orchesiris Known as
Bert Kelly's Juzz Band, and when the
Dixleland arrived they adopted their!

toge ther."
Sophie Tucker's Share In Tt

SBophle Tucker (s an (nnovatsr 'n

name of ‘Original Dixieland Jazz Jazz musie and It was she who firs
Band.'* introduced shimmy dancing to New

A, J, Baguet, the “first and origl- York., She did a ahrug of the &l
'nal" jazz clarinet player, 18 now at|ders and & wriggle of the arms which
tha Alnmo Cafe In 125th street. Heo might be called “polita shimmy*” na
was born and ralsed In New Opleans  compared to what passes current 'a
and comes of French. Spanish and cabarets nowndays,

ssimistic About Prohibition

Indlan ancestry. At the start of his|
career he playved entirely bw ear, but
later learned to read music and took
n course in clnssieal musie under Prof. | Did fair to be classics wherever drumns,
Santo Juiffre. This enablea him to de. | clarinets, cornets, saxophones and
velop more adifficult syncopations and | trombones mingle in the new music.

Her Inst tiong to the Jjazz hand
for effects with “Shimmy Bluas,™ and
“Another Gond Man Gone Wrong®

Experience of Revenue Men in South
Shows Jump in Illicit Distilling

peating rifle, a .44 calibre revolver “I find it & ereat deal hards

and an axe which resembles a toma- | cover a still in New Y :

hawk. The axe is used to smazh the | South. 1t {8 ke looking for

Al into o million pleccs. Mont of the | verbinl needls in n haysts

feuds in the B b ostirt in this way: | ars fust two wavs of 1 ne

A man withput any money goes to & | city., One |18 through a tip ¢

blockade still and asks for liguor on | police and the other is by =0

vredit. Refusad, he geta sore nnd tips | the many odors {n the cone

off the revenus ofMce. Hundreda of |tions of New York the & ’

lives have been lost in these feuds. | keen ns 1t 8 in the pure .

It frequently has happened that after | Southern mountains In t

a rild and a loas of lfe the chilef|tsinsg a still muy he spotind

blowkude distiller would be made & |rmoke rising in the alr,  0f Lok

revenue oMeer, Invariably this man, | there {8 no such clue to the off "

once with the Government, mads the

feal one. He was loyal, had plents Small Stllls on Bale.

of nerve and knoew dust where to locate What might be called sma! "

tho stilis but are not used for the o ture
"Locating a still §n the mountains | of Hquor, ire on sale In manv

of the South 8 a grent denl ea [ New York They are ised by K

than locating one In the crowded se manufacturers, To-day, Low

tlons of New York. As  water s

cannot buy one withous: regl
nesded In the making of the whiskey

purchise, T suppose there
stille in the Bouth must b0 located on | more drastle regulations {or
sireams. A8 thoy have no way of |of these outfits when i

hif%ing the woste they pour It out on [Taw s In its fnul shinpe |

the stream's bank and you ean get the | ment.

odor for two or three milos. Cumg ll Heports coming to this ot

ing pnrtlea and travellers In  the | parts of the country are to 1}
mountaing sometimes have pleasant | that many PETRONS RPS SR

experiences, When they get the smell

| manufacture of minatire «f
they ‘hit the trall® (not the Billy Sun

home., Indeed, some of
dny tradl!) and fAnally arrive at the | vertised.
atin After they huve satlsfied the| While the term 1ot i
Ullelt  distillers that they are not!lto find a partioulnr nppliciat
revenue officers the mountulnecrs are ! South, this ofMloe hns L
the finest entertalners in the world | that in the country distrl !
Tried (0 Mon Them Out, |l“"'!ml“ vigily a6 tin 2
o, | that 1§ to say. on Tong Islsn
When T was a yvoung fellow, with it and New Jersed
severnl others 1 started on o amplinge upy Stuto thit
trip in the mountalns of North Ciru- i 1
Hoa. At nightfall on the first duy we  “bLeath £ Mo law
pltehed our tonts In a remote section ture of wine for |
of the mountains We had hardly iy for nny porsan
mattlod oursclves when o determined Erapes inti the eelloe
looking fellow came 10 us wnd sabd ! hous ;.;r Ly -'|.- wrid
thut wo would have to elear out It '.‘.... {19 Cuulse I3vie
devoloped thut we wore In the b= | oiwe ooty 1t 1 '
mediate vielnity of a sl We were | hranids
whirmed and we sent word ha k thnt i D the Wepdl
we intended to stay all night ang 1f | o hihi ) W
the morning Al4n't Rhnw o ‘Lretty Aoy’ | goece ol 1 VP
meaning Food weather for oo '_n < -..I ‘..'.
comp—we  would may there unt it i o e i t's
Wik n nret oy * W W T r ¥
Lothered LF pourse Tt w ¥ ¢ ) |. I
years hwiore T becume 4 fese
eor,  To-day the mountains are dotts 'y .
with stills. et -
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